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FOOTBALL AGAINST
RACISM IN EUROPE

17 — 30 October 2007
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» The FARE Action Week uni-
tes supporters, clubs and those
targeted by racism across the
continent in a concerted effort
to make discrimination a thing
of the past. The Action Week of
the Football Against Racism in
Europe (FARE) network aims to
boost public awareness of the
problems of racism and exclusion
and to create a united front in
dealing with this malign influence
on Europe’'s number one sport.
The 8™ edition of the Action Week
will run from 17 to 30 October
2007 and see action in at least 38
European countries.

What started as a minor cam-
paign in nine countries in 2001 has

now become the largest series
of anti-racism activities in sport
ever staged. Last season’s Action
Week saw a record number of
more than 700 events in 37 coun-
tries in and around football grounds
all over Europe. In Germany alone,
750,000 cards with the slogan
“Show Racism the Red Card”
were distributed to fans.

Europe’s top stars are lending
support to the campaign. All 32
teams of the UEFA Champions
League participated in the “Unite
Against Racism” campaign, rea-
ching more than 600,000 fans
directly at the matches and mil-
lions more via live broadcast on
television. The number of par-

Warm-up for EURO 2008
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» Some eight month before
the kick-off of the UEFA EURO
2008™ in Austria and Switzerland
several EURO qualifying matches
on 17 October - the first day of
the Action Week — will highlight
fight against racism. For instance,
at the match Bosnia-Herzegovina
against Norway, players will pre-
sent a banner saying “No to
Racism, stop Nationalism”.
Building on the success in
Portugal in 2004, the FARE net-
work is preparing an anti-racism
programme at EURO 2008™.
The aim is to promote and con-
vey the positive message of
fighting discrimination in and
outside the stadiums. FARE

110
EURO 2008 host Austria show with Trinidad-Tobago Racism the Red Card

intends to engage fans, local
populations and ethnic mino-
rities through Streetkick tour-
naments, supporter gatherings
and the distribution of fanzines.
Two matchdays will be dedi-
cated to the “Unite Against
Racism” theme. In associati-
on with the FSI network FARE
is also planning an extensive
fan-hosting programme. Martin
Kallen, EURO 2008 SA chief
operating officer, said: “With
the Unite Against Racism and
Fan Embassies project we want
to make sure fans feel welco-
me, while violence and racism
emerge neither inside or out-
side the stadia.”
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ticipating professional leagues
has increased to 14. Also the
symbolic activities organised by
national FAs and individual clubs
are reaching out to more people
each year. The FARE network
offers financial support for a range
of grass-roots activities to address
local problems in football clubs at
the community level. Some 190
groups including fan clubs, ethnic
minority organisations, football
clubs and a variety of NGOs from
all over Europe submitted creative
proposals. With the backing of
UEFA the FARE network has offe-
red small grants to 120 grassroots
initiatives and provides campaign
materials for free. This year many
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» This season the number of
gay and lesbian football sup-
porters joining the FARE Action
Week is increasing. For the first
time a gay and lesbian fan club
from Spain linked to FC Barce-
lona will mark the Action Week,
whilst in several German stadi-
ums we will see a range of anti-
homophobic activities.

The UEFA Unite against Racism
conference in Barcelona put the
issue of homophobia on the agen-
da of European football for the
first time, yet even today there is
not a single openly gay player in
any of the professional European
leagues. In partnership with the
European Gay and Lesbian Sport
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GET INVOLVED!

more fan groups are organising
themselves to challenge racism
and the far right this.

FARE’s long-term focus on
the situation in Eastern and Cen-
tral Europe has led to an increa-
sing numbers of applications in
the Balkans, the former Soviet
republics and the new EU mem-
bers such as Poland, Hungary or
Romania.

Join the FARE Action Week
and report us your activities
to us. For further details on
the FARE Action Week and
the list of activities please see
www.FAREnet.org. Information
is available in English, German,
Italian and French.

Gay and Lesbian Fan Clubs

Federation (EGLSF) FARE continu-
es to raise awareness and be pro-
active on the issue. At the EuroGa-
mes in Antwerp a charter against
homophobia in sport was signed
by the Belgian FA. Nevertheless,
the way forward is still a long road.
After UEFA had penalised for the
first time an official for making
homophobic comments, Albania
coach Otto Baric told a Croatian
newspaper in September: “| paid
a penalty but my opinion is still the
same. | wouldn't have such a man
in my team. Thousands of my col-
leagues share my opinion, but it
was me to whom it slipped out.”
Find out more on www.eglsf.info
or contact fare@eglsf.info






» The European football
season of 2007-2008 has bare-
ly started, but we have already
witnessed a series of serious
of racist, xenophobic and far
right incidences.

In ltaly, notorious Lazio fans
racially abused and attacked
Senegal’s international Dame
N'Doye during a friendly with
Panathinaikos. Newcastle Uni-
ted supporters directed Isla-
mophobic chants at Middles-
brough forward and Egyptian
star Mido. In Hungary, former
national coach Kalman Meszoly
remarked during a TV interview
about African players with Hun-
garian clubs: “They have barely
come down from the trees”.
When Croatia played Bosnia &
Herzegovina in Sarajevo, Croa-
tian fans formed a human U
symbol representing the fascist
Ustase movement responsible
for mass killings of Serbs, Jews
and the Roma during World
War II. Other incidences have

Photo: Mahatma Gandhi Human Rights Organisation

Last year the Mahatma Gandhi Human Rights Organisation in Hun-
gary held an anti-discrimination day at Ferencvaros TC, a club which
historically has had a strong far right following.

been reported from Austria,
Czech Republic, France, Germa-
ny, Lithuania, Montenegro, the
Russian Federation, Scotland,
Serbia and Slovakia. Above all
the exclusion of ethnic minori-
ties and migrants is still a reality
in football.

One might wonder whe-
ther the frequent reports have
increased because of the rising
tide of support for the far right
or because of the greater
understanding of the problem
by the media, fans and football
governing bodies. The latest
disciplinary measures taken by
UEFA and FIFA — in particular
Article 58 of the FIFA Disci-
plinary Code — are helping to
sanction against racist abuse in
the game. But in addition, awa-
reness-raising and educational
work at the grassroots is still
much in need. The ever-expan-
ding FARE Action Week works
for this long-term perspective
of changing hearts and minds.
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» Active fans play a crucial role
in the fight against racism and
discrimination in football. It was
they who stood up first when
neo-nazis tried to infiltrate the
stands and to spoil the fun for
everybody else. It is still them
who are often the only ones
who fight against narrow-minded
people, who think racist abuse
is a normal part of the fan cultu-
re. There are various nationwi-
de associations of anti-racist fan
groups everybody can get invol-
ved with, as for example BAFF in
Germany or the RSRA for France
and the Benelux countries, as
well as organisations, like Pro-
getto Ultra in Italy, promoting
and supporting fan-involvement.
They, as well as other anti-racist
fans from various countries, have
met on several occasions - like

at the Mondiali Antirazzisti and
similar tournaments or mee-
tings all over the continent — to
share experiences and develop
ideas for a joint strategy against
racism.

FARE supports any active fan
group that wants to organise
actions in their club or in their
country against racism. This is
especially important for clubs
and/or football associations that
still dont want to get involved
in initiatives against racism or in
countries where right-wing fans
are trying to take a leading role
in fan associations, by (ab)using
other relevant fan specific topics
like the fight against commercia-
lisation and repression against
fans as part of their propaganda.
Divided by the colours of the shirt —
united against racism!

Contacts | FARE Action Week

For all other UEFA For United Kingdom For Italy For Germany For Spain

countries Kick it Out Progetto Ultra — dem ball is* egal, Unione Italiana Sport Per
FairPlay-vidc Piara Powar UISP Emilia Romagna wer ihn tritt! tutti — UISP

Markus Pinter & Unit 3, 1-4, Christina Street  Carlo Balestri Bodo Berg Daniela Conti

Kurt Wachter EC2A 4PA London Via Riva Reno 75/3 Dickampstrale 12 Largo Franchellucci 73, Wiecej
Moellwaldplatz 5/3 UK 1-40121 Bologna, Italy D-45879 Gelsenkirchen [-00155 Roma, Italy

A-1040 Vienna, Austria

Phone: +43 1 713 3594-93  info@kickitout.org
Fax +43 1 7133594-73 www.kickitout.org
fare@vidc.org

www.FAREnet.org

www.FairPlay.or.at

Phone: +44-20-7684-4384

Phone: +39-051-236634
Fax: +39-051-225203
info@progettoultra.it
www.progettoultra.it

FARE Administration Group
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Viele Farben. Ein Spiel.
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Phone: +49 209 2 42 14
Fax: +49 209 3 86 24 41
demballegal@t-online.de
www.demballegal.de

LUDIA
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Phone: +39-06-43984313
Fax: +39-06-43984320
d.conti@uisp.it
WWW.UISP.it

Poland
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For Poland & former
Soviet Republics

Never Again Association
— Stowarzyszenie Nigdy

Rafal Pankowski
PO Box 6,
PL-03-700 Warszawa 4,

Phone: +48-603 64 72 28
rafalpan@zigzag.pl
http://free.ngo.pl/nw/

For France

LICRA Sport - Ligue
Internationale
Contre le Racisme et
I'‘Antisémitisme
Carine Bloch

42, rue de Louvre
F-75001 Paris, France
Phone: +33 1 45 08 08 08
Fax: +33 14508 18 18
sport@licra.org
www.licra.org

football unites
racism divides

FARE is a partner of the UEFA football
social responsibility portfolio
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